
 

 Election Day is right in 
front of us! We need all good 
Republicans to vote and “get 
out the vote” for worthy can-
didates! Early voting starts 
Tuesday, February 20th and 

election day is Tuesday, March 5th.  Please get 
out and vote and encourage your friends to do 
the same! Local elections have local conse-
quences so this is really important! 
 We have an exciting evening event coming 
up to which I hope you will bring your spouses 
and friends. It is March 21st and will feature 
Kirk Cameron. Kirk, as you may recall, was the 
star in the hit series Growing Pains (and ap-
peared in several movies.)  
 A couple of weeks ago, our Club was con-
tacted by Zac Bell, Editor in Chief of Brave 
Books, a faith based conservative publisher right 
here in Conroe.  Zac and his CEO, Dr. Trent 
Talbot (a local ophthalmologist) invited NSRW 
to co-host a special event featuring television 
and movie star, Kirk Cameron.  You may re-
member him from the show “Growing Pains” 
that was popular in the ‘80’s. 
  Kirk is working very hard to bring a project 
near and dear to his heart to our country’s chil-
dren and grandchildren. The project is a chil-
dren’s TV show called “Adventures with Iggy 
and Mr. Kirk” designed to provide children eve-
rywhere with a greater sense of right and wrong 
and an understanding of truth as it helps to build 
character.  I think it’s his way of countering the 
WOKE influences we see everywhere! 
  NSRW is planning to hold this event at the 
Yacht Club for an evening dinner beginning at 
6:30 PM.  Doors open at 5:30 and a cash bar will 
be available.  Dinner will cost $30.00. 
(inclusive). Kirk will describe the project and 
invite you to help make this a reality. 
 See page 8 in this newsletter for more details. 

     President’s Letter 
              - Leigh Billingsley 

February  2024 Volume 24,  No. 2 Region XVII, Senate Dist. 4 

- Carolyn Jones 
1st Vice President/Programs 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, 

March 6, 2024 

 

Bentwater COUNTRY Club 
800 Bentwater Dr. 
Montgomery, TX 

 

Program: Texas Land Commissioner 

Dawn Buckingham 

 
 Commissioner Buckingham’s family members were among the first set-

tlers to Texas seven generations ago, and that tough, independent, pioneer 

spirit is deeply rooted in her personality. True to her Texas roots, her com-

mitment to service began early, serving as a volunteer firefighter, and at-

tending the Texas A&M Fire School. She is also an avid hunter, out-

doorswoman, and steward of the land. She made history in 2016 as the first 

woman elected to the Texas State Senate from Travis County and she made 

history again in 2022 when elected as this state’s first female Land Commis-

sioner. 

 Dawn came from humble roots—growing up on a ranch near the Texas 

coast and then moved to Central Texas. She has never settled for less than 

her dreams. Wanting to attend college, but without the money to do so, 

Dawn lived at home, working two jobs to pay her own way through college 

at the University of Texas at Austin. With endurance of spirit she graduated 

Magna Cum Laude and debt-free. It was during college that she met the love 

of her life and husband of 31 years, Ed Buckingham. Dawn and Ed both 

received their medical degrees from the University of Texas Medical Branch 

at Galveston, and they have two children. Her commitment to service and 

recognition for her work has allowed her to hold leadership positions in lo-

cal, state, and national medical organizations. 

  

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m.  The meeting will begin at 11 a.m., with 

lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program will begin at noon. Meetings last until 

approximately 1:00 p.m.  Lunch is optional, but reservations must be 

made by midnight, February 27, even if you’re not eating. You can 

make reservations by clicking on link below or by calling Bentwater 

Country Club at 936-597-6219 and choosing the 0 option.  

1. 

RESERVATION 

WINNER OF THE TEXAS FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN BEST NEWSLETTER AWARD 2020-2021 

 

https://www.bentwater.com/club/scripts/calendar/View_Club_CalendarItem.asp?CID=4989214&NS=EB


 

  2. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
 - Chris Gurley, PAC Treasurer 

 

We began the month of January with a balance 
forward of $116,202. We brought in income of 
$3,538 (Dues $3,434, Ways & Means (Gift Ta-
ble) $104.  Expenditures totaled $4,027 (Administrative $897, 
Campaign Activities $992, Communications $78, Historian 
$23, Hospitality $75, Membership Dues to TFRW $1,725, 
Ways & Means (Gift Table) $237. Our balance on hand as of 
January 31, 2024 was $115,713. 

Ways & Means 
Debbie Graham, 3rd Vice President  

 

Fundraising/Golf Tournament 
 
 I would like to thank all of you who have 
signed up as volunteers for our fundraising efforts this year.  
We will have a short fundraising meeting 30 minutes be-
fore the March 6 NSRW Monthly Meeting to discuss 
fundraising ideas and begin selecting our volunteer assign-
ments.  I would like to encourage you to come to the meet-
ing, even if you have not signed up and/or you were in-
volved in the fundraising efforts last year.  Your input will 
be greatly appreciated. 
 I want to thank Sherry Fox for the in-depth work she put 
into fundraising efforts for the last two years in her role as 
Vice President for Ways and Means; and, especially for the 
wonderful booklet she put together to assist me in trying to 
step into her shoes this year.  I also would like to thank Rob-
erta and Mike for their willingness to share what they pio-
neered in setting up the On-Line Auction process the past 
two years, and Teresa Rose for her willingness to step in as 
our technology administrator for the On-line Auction this 
year. 
 We have already received our first sponsorship donation 
for the Golf Tournament Dinner from Guadalaharry’s Bar & 
Grill; so we are off to a great start, but will need everyone’s 
assistance to meet our goals for this year. 
 I hope to see you before the meeting on March 6th. 

Membership 
   - Genette Stanton, 2nd Vice President 

 

We hit 201 members February 15, making us a 

Texas Federation of Republican Women Super 

Jumbo club! We also have 55 associate mem-

bers. 

 

New Members 
 

Ebele Gunn 
Donna Roth 

Crystal Milner 
 

Online membership:  
https://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/

membership.html 

http://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/membership.html
http://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/membership.html


 

3. 

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 
-Deborah Gentz 

 

NSRW Candidate Forum Photos 

 
 

WE’RE ALL INVITED! 
 

Morgan does not have an oppo-
nent in the Republican Primary. 
But, he wanted to do a fun event 
to get all Republicans together be-
fore Election Day. So please plan 
to join Congressman Luttrell at 
this FREE event! 
Red White & Blue Republican 
Rally at Honor Cafe 
February 23rd | 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
 

Register here 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fcongressman-luttrells-red-white-blue-republican-rally-tickets-793571151677%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3NbOEMoK_NhRgc_LXhl7PCTtptPqhfE1khhsCe-BEmVthZOo1mIMvh6jg&h=AT3mDvyvBXYo1w30JVcWPc2VVarXRl6mf8nO


  

February 7, 2024 Meeting  

4. 



 

There are also important precinct chair & county chairman races at 
the bottom on most ballots. Look up your candidates here. If you 
don’t know your precinct number, look it up here: Voter Registration 
Status 

5. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1f86vj1GDlsJcGKlax1RDTZ7-xoMvStcJ/edit#gid=1204116367
https://elections.mctx.org/vrlookup.asp?curLang=English
https://elections.mctx.org/vrlookup.asp?curLang=English


 
 

Did you know there are 13 ballot propositions on the Republican Primary Ballot? 
Read before you go to the poll to vote. 

 
Propositions 9-13 are on next page 

6. 



 

Ballot Propositions, continued 

 
Mail In Ballot Information 

 
It's your right to vote by mail if you are:  
 
65 Years of Age or Older on Election Day; 
   
Disabled, as defined in Texas Election Code  
   
Confined for Childbirth (expected to give birth within three weeks before or after Election 
Day); 
 
Expecting to be Absent from the County (on Election Day and during the hours of early vot-
ing by personal appearance or the remainder of the early voting period after you submit your 
application); or 
   
Confined in Jail or Involuntary Civil Commitment under Chapter 841 of the Health and 
Safety Code, but otherwise eligible. 
 
Visit the Montgomery County Election Administration website here to read more and to 
download a ballot-by-mail application.  Make sure to check the box to receive your Annual 
Ballot in box 4 to receive all ballots by mail for the rest of the 2024 election year.  
 

Applications must be received by 2/23/2024 for the March 5, 2024 Primary Elections  

7. 

https://elections.mctx.org/BBM.asp


 

8. 

North Shore Republican Women Special Event 

https://www.bentwater.com/club/scripts/calendar/View_Club_CalendarItem.asp?CID=4989214&NS=EB


 
 

MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 7 
MEETING 

 - Mary Osborn,  Recording Secretary  
 

 The February meeting was called to or-
der by President Leigh Billingsley at 11:00 
AM on February 7, 2024. After thanking the 
club for their contributions to the food drive 
by Leigh Billingsley,  a devotional message and prayer was 
led by Cheryl Bolt. The Pledges to both the United States 
flag and the Texas flag was led by Genette Stanton. The 
minutes from the January meeting were approved as present-
ed. 
 Genette Stanton, the 2nd Vice President and membership 
chair reported that we had 188 members signed up at this 
time. She also announced that there were sign up sheets for 
the committees. The Treasurer, Chris Gurley gave the finan-
cial report. Deborah Graham, the 3rd Vice President and 
Fundraising chair spoke of the need for volunteers for the 
September 30th Golf Tournament and that the volunteers 
would have a meeting at the March meeting, prior to the gen-
eral meeting.   
 Sarah Henry, the Legislative chairman reported on the 
upcoming May election that would elect members of the ap-
praisal district. Ann Kate gave an election update on the 
March election concerning the ballots and the precinct chair 
elections which will be at the bottom of the ballot and also 
spoke of the 13 propositions that will be on the ballot in 
March, which  will give the Republican legislature an idea of 
the interest in the proposition by the voter. Joan Martin add-
ed information on early voting and registering to vote. Doro-
thy Woodall added information on the privacy of the voter’s 
choice when going to the polls for the primaries. 
 Elected officials were introduced. Judge Tracy Gilbert of 
the 418th District Court was with us and treated the members 
with a red rose for Valentines Day. Sarah Henry was in at-
tendance, representing State Representative District 16, Will 
Metcalf. Also attending, were  Sandy Wagner, Montgomery 
County Hospital Board; Rand Henderson, Sheriff; Alice 
Melancon, TFRW Deputy Regional President; Scott 
Goleman, Chief Justice, 9th Court of Appeals. The candidates 
in attendance were Sherry Doolittle, representing Wesley 
Doolittle, candidate for sheriff; Rand Henderson, candidate 
for sheriff; Kent Chambers, 9th District Court of Appeals 4 
and Kenna Seiler, 9th District Court of Appeals 4. 
 Carolyn Jones reported on the invitation that the organi-
zation accepted to help create a foundation for “ Brave 
Books ” at a  dinner on March 21, 2024 at the Bentwater 
Yacht Club. The books and movies that the company is striv-
ing to publish will teach children the morality that is needed 
in this time. 
 President Leigh Billingsley announced that 228 pounds of 
food had been delivered to the food bank. 
 Carolyn Jones, 1st VP, Programs chair, introduced our 
speaker, Rebecca Smith who is the CEO for  “Love Heals 
Youth” foundation that works to supply many needs to chil-
dren who are in the foster care system.  The video and 
speech told of the many needs of the foster children and how 
we can help. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 PM 
     

 9. 

Caring for America 
 - Ann South 

 

The North Shore Republican Women's Car-

ing For America Program donated baby items 

to Pregnancy Centers that provide assistance 

to families in need. Our thanks to our members and all who 

support our Fundraisers! These funds help us to make an im-

pact in our community! 

Our sympathy goes out to NSRW member Lou 
Dycus, whose daughter,  Debby Capps, passed away 
on February 1.  Debby was past president of Bentwa-
ter Ladies Organization. A reception to honor and 
celebrate  her life will be held at her and her husband 
Rob’s home in Montgomery on March 2. 



 

 Like us on Facebook:  
North Shore Republican Women/TX 

 
 
 

Website: www.nsrepublicanwomen.org  
 

TFRW Website: www.tfrw.org   
 

NFRW Website:  www.NFRW.org  
 

Republican Party of Texas Website: 
www.texasgop.org  

 

 
Beacon Editor:  Ann Kate 

 
 

 
Political Advertising Paid for by North Shore Republican Women  PAC, Chris Gurley, Treas-
urer, 49 Fairfield Dr., Montgomery, TX  77356.  
A Non-Profit Organization Under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.  
Contributions to North Shore Republican Women PAC Are Not Deductible  
as Charitable Contributions for Federal Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions Are 
Not Permitted.  Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee. 

NSRW Calendar of Events 
 

February 20 - Early Voting begins for 

March 5 primary election 
 

March 5 - Primary Election Day 
 

March 6 - NSRW Monthly Meeting, Bentwater 

Country Club, sign in begins at 10:30 a.m.  Pro-

gram - Land Commissioner Dawn Buckingham. 
 

March 20 - NSRW Board Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Bent-

water Country Club board room. 
 

March 21 - Special NSRW event - Kirk Cameron 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. at Bentwater YACHT 

Club. Event begins at 6:30 p.m. 
 

April 3 - NSRW Monthly Meeting, Bentwater 

Country Club, sign in begins at 10:30 a.m.  Pro-

gram - Congressman Morgan Luttrell 

 10. 

2024 NSRW Board Members 
 

OFFICERS  
President  
Leigh Billingsley leigh@northshorerw.com  
  
1st Vice President/Programs  
Carolyn Jones 
 

2nd Vice President/Membership 
Genette Stanton       
 

3rd Vice President/Ways & Means 
Deborah Graham        
  

Recording Secretary 
Mary Osborn 
 

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer 
Chris Gurley 
      

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

Americanism  

Awards - Dorothy Woodall   

Campaign Activities - Deborah Gentz 

Caring for America - Ann South/Sherry Fox  

Caring and Concern - Sherry Martinez  

Chaplain - Cheryl Bolt   

Community Engagement - Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Directory - Jody Hostetler/Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Gift Table - Becky Harper/Sharon Lasseter 

Historian - Gail McKinnon   

Hospitality - Cay Eckland/Debbie Dye  

Legislative - Sarah Tillman Henry  

Literacy -  Ann South 

Media - Ann Kate    

Parliamentarian/Bylaws - Dorothy Woodall 

Pistols and Pearls  

Publicity - Joan Martin 

Scholarship  

Youth Outreach  

 

Mary Osborn, Chris Gurley, Leigh Billingsley,  
Deborah Graham, Genette Stanton, Carolyn Jones 

 
Mailing Address: 

 
P.O. Box 1993 

Montgomery, TX 77356 
 

Email: 
 

northshorerw@northshorerw.com 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E1&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.org/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E2&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E3&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
https://www.texasgop.org/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
mailto:kim@northshorerw.com
mailto:northshorerw@northshorerw.com


 


