
 

 Spring has finally arrived 
in full force with it’s gor-
geous, perfect weather days 
along with the typical rain-
storms. The recent loud thun-
derstorm we had brought our 

scared 130 pound Great Pyrenees into our bed 
leaving us with a very long, sleepless night. But 
he is our baby. 
 More importantly, we have two important 
elections coming up.  May 4th is the school 
board and city elections with early voting occur-
ring April 22 – 27, and April 29 – April 30. For 
those members in the Montgomery ISD, running 
for position 4 are Paul Cameron IV and Trey 
Kirby. For position 5 Elizabeth Ivey is running. 
If you live in another district, follow the link on 
page 4. Also, on everyone’s ballot are candidates 
for the Montgomery County Appraisal District. 
For information, read Rep. Will Metcalf’s edito-
rial on page 3 of this newsletter. On May 28th 
there will be a run-off for Sheriff.  The two can-
didates are Rand Henderson and Wesley Dolit-
tle. Early voting will occur May 20 – 24 from 
7:00 am to 7:00 pm. 
 Please go out and vote! See page 4 for infor-

mation on times and places to cast your ballot. 

     President’s Letter 
              - Leigh Billingsley 

April 2024 Volume 24,  No. 4 Region XVII, Senate Dist. 4 

- Carolyn Jones 
1st Vice President/Programs 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, 
May 1, 2024 

 

Bentwater COUNTRY Club 
800 Bentwater Dr. 
Montgomery, TX 

 

Program: Mark Meckler, president 

of Convention of States Foundation 

& Convention of States Action - speaking on the basics 

and purpose of the Convention of States  
 

 Mark Meckler is the President of Convention of States Foundation 
& Convention of States Action (COSA). COSA has over 5 million 
supporters and activists, representing every state legislative district in 
the nation. Mark appears regularly on television, radio and online dis-
cussing the conservative grassroots perspective on political issues. 
 Before COSA, Mark was the Co-Founder of Tea Party Patriots. He 
left the organization in 2012 to implement this constitutional solution 
to take power from DC and return it to the sovereign citizens of the 
states. Mark has a B.A. from SDSU and a law degree from University 
of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law. He practiced law for two 
decades. 
 From February 2021 to May 2021 Mark served as the Interim CEO 
at Parler to help bring the free speech social media company back 
online and equip it for a strong future. Meckler said, “It was an honor 
to serve in this capacity in the fight for free speech in America.” 
 Mark and Patty have been married more than 28 years. They have 
two grown children and reside in central Texas. 
  
  

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m.  The meeting will begin at 11 a.m., 

with lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program will begin at noon. Meet-

ings last until approximately 1:00 p.m.  Lunch is optional, but 

reservations must be made by midnight, April 23, even if you’re 

not eating. You can make reservations by clicking on link below 

or by calling Bentwater Country Club at 936-597-6219 and choos-

ing the 0 option.  

1. 

RESERVATION 

WINNER OF THE TEXAS FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN BEST NEWSLETTER AWARD 2020-2021 

Food Drive and Bingo Opportunities 
 
NSRW Food Drive for TLC 
Food Bank will be at our May 1 
meeting.  Kim Greene will be 
collecting in her SUV as you 
enter the meeting.  Items espe-

cially needed this time of year are: packaged 
cookies, Little Debbie cupcakes, muffins, etc., 
boxes of cereal, and jars of jelly.  
 
Willis Senior Citizen Bingo will 
be held on Wednesday, May 8, 
from 10:30-1:30, at North 
Montgomery County Communi-
ty Center in Willis.  We always 
need volunteers to help, and cookies/brownies 
for participants. 

https://www.bentwater.com/club/scripts/calendar/View_Club_CalendarItem.asp?CID=4989216&NS=EB
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Treasurer’s Report  
 - Chris Gurley, PAC Treasurer 

 

We began the month of March with a balance 
forward of $121,342. We brought in income of 
$5,679 (Dues $904, Ways & Means (Fundraiser) 
$4,000, Ways & Means (Gift Table) $775. Expenditures to-
taled $5,474 (Administrative $96, Caring for America $178, 
Historian $271, Hospitality $75, Keep Montgomery County 
Red $2,000, Ways & Means (Gift Table) $1,215, Yearbook 
$1,639). Our balance on hand as of March 31, 2024 was 
$121,547. 

Ways & Means 
Debbie Graham, 3rd Vice President  

 

Fundraising/Golf 
Tournament 

 
 

Along with supporting our wonderful 
Montgomery Republican Party Candi-

dates in the upcoming elections to KEEP MONTGOMERY 
RED, our North Shore Republican Women’s PAC has a lot 
of wonderful projects planned to support our community as 
well.  For us to accomplish our goals we need your support! 
 Our main fundraiser is our annual NSRW Golf Tourna-
ment, Banquet, and Auction which will be held on Septem-
ber 30th.  This event is dependent upon your generous spon-
sorship through monetary and in-kind donations, the pro-
curement of auction items, and the volunteering of your time 
and expertise to make our fundraiser a great success.   
 We are presently in the final stages of determining the 
cost and setting our budget that will guide us in reaching our 
goal of $50,000.  Due to our nation’s present state of infla-
tion, our expenses will be a little higher than in previous 
years, so we are asking for a few more sponsors at various 
levels to assist us in keeping the cost of golf and dinner tick-
ets relatively the same as last year. 
 If you were one of our level sponsors last year, we are 
hoping for your continued support.  If you were not a spon-
sor, or if you would like to up your sponsorship level, please 
contact me as soon as possible as we will be updating our 
brochures which we hope to provide to our attendees at our 
May luncheon.   

 We have already received 
the sponsorships for Dinner 
Host (Harry & Lori Keyser of 
GuadalaHARRY”s) and Red, 
White & Blue Sponsors, 
(Commissioner Robert & Janet 
Walker). We also have 2 out of 
10 commitments from Gold 
Sponsors ($1,000); 1 out of 3 
commitments for Hole-in-One 
Sponsors; 1 out of 15 Sponsors 
at the Silver Level ($500); 1 of 

3 commitments of Sponsors for the Putting Contest ($250); 
and 2 Sponsors and 1 commitment for our 12 Hole Sponsors 
($150) amounting to $12,350, with an additional $1,000 do-
nation in gift cards for our auctions. In addition to the spon-
sorships listed above, we are still in need of 10 Platinum 
Sponsors ($2,000); 6 Dinner Beverage Sponsors ($350); and 
5 Golf Beverage Sponsors ($300). 
It's not too early to start procuring auction and door prize 
items, as we are planning to have our On-Line Auction go-
ing from September 14th through September 28th, and a Si-
lent Auction that will begin during registration on Septem-
ber 30th and closing during the banquet. 
 We are looking forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate all your support in this endeavor.  I can be reached by e-
mail at deb@nortshorerw.com or you can call or text me at 
281-705-3887. 

Membership 
   - Genette Stanton, 2nd Vice President 

 

We have 231 Active Members and 65 As-

sociates. Please get your renewals turned in 

as soon as possible. You can send a check 

with the form or renew online.  

 

New Members 
 

Beverly Anderson 
Leslie North 

Online membership:  
https://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/

membership.html 

mailto:deb@northshorerw.com
http://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/membership.html
http://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/membership.html


 

The Metcalf Minute                          Legislative Chairman 
                                                                                                            - Sarah Tillman Henry 

An Update from the 87th Legislature at the Texas Capitol 
By State Representative Will Metcalf, House District 16 

 

First-Ever County Appraisal District Board of Directors 
Election on May 4th, 2024 

 
 As we are all aware, 2024 is a crucial election year for our nation. It is imperative we get 
new leadership in the White House, but we also have important local elections coming prior 
to the general election this fall. On May 4th, for the first time in Texas history, voters will 
have the opportunity to elect three members to a county appraisal district board of directors. 
If you recall, during the second called special legislative session last summer, I authored and 
passed the constitutional amendment allowing the largest tax cut in history, $18 billion, and 
I made sure that part of this historic property tax cut included appraisal district reform as 
well. In November of 2023, voters codified this $18 billion tax cut by voting FOR Proposi-
tion 4. Additionally, this is the most comprehensive appraisal reform passed in Texas since 
the creation of appraisal districts over four decades ago in 1979. 2024 is a landmark year for 

appraisal reform where voters in the most populous counties in Texas will elect three members to the appraisal dis-
trict board of directors.  
 In the upcoming uniform election this May, voters will have the opportunity to elect three additional members to 
a county appraisal district board of directors. This will be a requirement for counties with a population of 75,000 or 
more in size. Going forward, the appraisal review board (ARB) members will be appointed by the appraisal district 
board of directors, as opposed to their current appointment by a district judge, and at least two of the elected board 
members must approve an appointed ARB member as a part of a majority vote. The remaining board of directors 
will still be comprised of the tax assessor of a county and five directors selected by the taxing entities of a county. 
This election is essential because one of the most important rights as a taxpayer is your right to protest your proper-
ty appraisal value to the appraisal review board (ARB). You should protest if you disagree with the appraisal dis-
trict valuation or any of the appraisal district's actions concerning your property value. This puts the ARB in the 
hands of we the people, the taxpayers, with this new board makeup. I have been pushing for elected positions in our 
appraisal districts for years and I was pleased to negotiate this addition into the final bill.  
 This is a major reform plan that incorporates policies that I have fought for each legislative session. As one of 
the lead fighters for appraisal reform in the state legislature, I am happy to see that we now have a plan to ensure 
taxpayers are having the voice they deserve. I hope citizens get involved in this important process.   
 I encourage everyone to research the candidates to make an informed decision in the upcoming election. Early 
voting begins April 22nd and ends on April 30th. The final day to vote is on May 4th. Please mark your calendars and 
get out to vote to ensure you have a voice in the appraisal process which we all know is an important aspect proper-
ty taxation.   
 May God bless you, your family and the great state of Texas.  

 

Montgomery County Appraisal District Board of Directors Election 
 

May 4 
 

Vote for 1 or none in each place. 
 

Place 1  - Freddie Brooks, Gary W. Beck  
Place 2  - Pete Palmer,  Luis Pedraza 

Place 3  - Webb Melder 

 

For more information about this May 4 Joint Election and the May 28 Primary Runoff  
Election for Sheriff, go to page 5 of this newsletter. 

  3. 



 

Montgomery County Appraisal District Candidates 
(US Vote Smart and Vote 411) 

 
PLACE 1 
 

Freddie Brooks - No information found 
 
Gary W. Beck 
U.S. Army, Active Duty: 2/8/1968 to 4/15/1968, Ft. Polk, Louisiana; 4/16/1968 to 12/15/1968: Ft. Sill, Ok-
lahoma. 1/6/1969 to 1/6/1970: 5/42nd Artillery Battalion, II Field Force, III Corp area of the Republic 
of South Vietnam. Served in Fire Direction Control adjusting 155 MM artillery fire on enemy targets in sup-
port of American, Australian, New Zealand and Thai ground forces. Honorable Discharge effective 
2/8/1974. 
1976 to 2016: Professional Petroleum Landman - Negotiated and prepared a multitude of oil and gas instru-
ments and agreements to grant clients the right to explore for and produce wells on behalf of a variety of 
major and mid-range oil & gas firms including Damson Oil Corporation, Anadarko Production Company, 
Chevron, Mobil Oil and others over a myriad of producing basins in Texas, and other basins in the Lower 48 
and Canada. Retired in July, 2016. 
 Served as a member of the Montgomery County Appraisal Review Board for the years 2019, 2020, 2021 
and 2022.    
 

PLACE 2 
 

Pete Palmer 

Native of Montgomery County. Graduated from Conroe High school in 1959. Attended Trinity University 
graduating in 1964 while receiving a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the US Army Corps Of Engineers. 

Served a two year term in Germany before a tour in Viet Nam where I was a Company Commander of 150 
men and attained the rank of Captain. Honorably discharged in 1968. 
1968-!987  Worked for the developer of Oak Ridge North building and selling real estate, partnered with 

Toby Powell, former Mayor of Conroe, building homes through out Montgomery county, next, bought a lo-
cal insurance company and home mortgage company. Sold that operation and started a local broker -
dealership. 

1987-2005 Regional Vice President of GE Capital Real Estate, responsible for the asset management of an 
$8 billion commercial real estate portfolio while managing 63 employees. 
Retired from GE and currently reside at 6 Floret Ct. The Woodlands, Texas. 

Civic duty: 
1978-1982    Served as a two term Councilman for Conroe Texas, 2010-2018  served two terms as a member 
of the Montgomery County Appraisal review board, three of those years as Chairman. Served 6 years on the 

Planning Commission for the City of Conroe (In the 70's)....Member of the Woodlands Methodist Church. 
 
Luis Pedraza 

Republican - Fiscal Christian Conservative 
Understands Complex Budgets 
Proven Voice for Limited Government 

Married for over 40 years and Father with 2 sons and 1 granddaughter   
Republican Precinct Chair#110 
Built homes for Habit for Humanity 

Earned a BS Chemical Engineering Degree from UT Austin 
Worked in the chemical industry for over 40 years, Retired 2018 
 
PLACE 3 
 

Webb Melder - unopposed 

Lived in Montgomery County since 1963 
Graduated Sam Houston State 1971 
Married Beverley L. Guinn July 4, 1975; we have 5 grandchildren 

Real estate / Construction business for 40 + yrs. 
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TWO IMPORTANT ELECTIONS IN MAY 
 

May 4 - Joint Election (School Boards, Cities, Appraisal District Board, MUDs 
and propositions). Go here to find your sample ballot. 

 
May 28 - Primary Runoff Election - Sheriff candidates only - 

 Rand Henderson and Wesley Doolittle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For May 4 Election Day locations, click here 
 

For May 28 Early and Election Day voting information, click here 
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https://elections.mctx.org/vrlookup.asp?curLang=English
https://elections.mctx.org/
https://elections.mctx.org/


 
 

March 6, 2024 Meeting  

6. 



 

March 21 Kirk Cameron Event 

 7. 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 6 
MEETING 

 - Mary Osborn,  Recording Secretary  
 

 The April meeting was called to order by 

President Leigh Billingsley at 11:00 AM on 

April 3, 2024. The devotional and prayer 

were  led by Cheryl Bolt and the pledges to the American 

and Texas flags were led by County Commissioner, Precinct 

1, Robert Walker. The minutes were approved as presented. 

 In the absence of 2nd Vice President, Genette Stanton, her 

report was presented by Gail McKinnon and she reported 

that at this time we have 230 members and 63 associate 

members. Treasurer Chris Gurley gave the financial report 

and our balance on hand on March 31, 2024 is $121,547.22. 

Deborah Graham, 3rd Vice President in charge of fund rais-

ing gave her report concerning the Golf Tournament and she 

thanked Harry Keyser and Robert Walker for their sponsor-

ships. She also reported for the Scholarship committee for 

which she is the chair, that the applications and information 

had been delivered to both Willis ISD and Montgomery ISD 

and that the deadline is April 15 and they will be picked up 

at that time. Deborah Gentz, the Campaign Activities Chair 

asked that hours be reported to her by April 15, for time 

worked for January through March. She also reminded the 

membership of donated hours they may not realize they can 

report, such as education and reading, voting , including time 

spent to get there and to wait in line. 

 Elected official were introduced. Will Metcalf, State Rep-

resentative District 16; Amy Tucker, Judge County Court at 

Law No.3; Robert Walker, Precinct 1 County Commissioner; 

Julie Faubel, TFRW Senate District 4 Director. Also present 

after the introductions were Rand Henderson, Sheriff; Jay 

Wright, Justice, 9th Court of Appeals. Also present was Paul 

Cameron, candidate for Montgomery ISD School Board 

Trustee, Position 4. 

 After lunch, our guest speaker was Morgan Luttrell, US 

Representative District 8. He gave a wonderful talk about 

last year, this year and the future for the House of Represent-

atives in Washington DC and answered many questions from 

the audience. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 PM. 
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Thank You From  

Texas Federation of Republican Women 

Visit Our Gift Table 
Before Every Monthly Meeting 

(Credit Cards Accepted) 

Brunch with Senator Brandon Creighton 
and other Republican Women clubs 

 

VOTE  
 

JOINT ELECTION  

MAY 4 

 

RUNOFF ELECTION 

MAY 28 



 

 Like us on Facebook:  
North Shore Republican Women/TX 

 
 
 

Website: www.nsrepublicanwomen.org  
 

TFRW Website: www.tfrw.org   
 

NFRW Website:  www.NFRW.org  
 

Republican Party of Texas Website: 
www.texasgop.org  

 

 
Beacon Editor:  Ann Kate 

 
 

 
Political Advertising Paid for by North Shore Republican Women  PAC, Chris Gurley, Treas-
urer, 49 Fairfield Dr., Montgomery, TX  77356.  
A Non-Profit Organization Under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.  
Contributions to North Shore Republican Women PAC Are Not Deductible  
as Charitable Contributions for Federal Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions Are 
Not Permitted.  Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee. 

NSRW Calendar of Events 
 

 

May 1 - NSRW Monthly Meeting, Bent-

water Country Club, sign in begins at 

10:30 a.m.  Program - Mark Meckler, 

Founder of Convention of States Project 

 

May 4 - Joint Election (see page 4) 

 

May 15 - NSRW Board Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Bentwa-

ter Country Club board room. 

 

May 28 - Runoff Election for Sheriff (see page 4) 

 

June 5 - NSRW Monthly Meeting, Bentwater Coun-

try Club, sign in begins at 10:30 a.m.  Program - 

Senator Brandon Creighton 

 

No board meeting in June, no monthly meetings in 

July and August. 

 9. 

2024 NSRW Board Members 
 

OFFICERS  
President  
Leigh Billingsley leigh@northshorerw.com  
  
1st Vice President/Programs  
Carolyn Jones 
 

2nd Vice President/Membership 
Genette Stanton       
 

3rd Vice President/Ways & Means 
Deborah Graham        
  

Recording Secretary 
Mary Osborn 
 

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer 
Chris Gurley 
      

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

Americanism  

Awards - Dorothy Woodall   

Campaign Activities - Deborah Gentz 

Caring for America - Ann South/Sherry Fox  

Caring and Concern - Sherry Martinez  

Chaplain - Cheryl Bolt   

Community Engagement - Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Directory - Jody Hostetler/Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Gift Table - Becky Harper/Sharon Lasseter 

Historian - Gail McKinnon   

Hospitality - Cay Eckland/Debbie Dye  

Legislative - Sarah Tillman Henry  

Literacy -  Ann South 

Media - Ann Kate    

Parliamentarian/Bylaws - Dorothy Woodall 

Pistols and Pearls  

Publicity - Joan Martin 

Scholarship - Deborah Graham 

Youth Outreach - Dianne Tompkins 

 

Mary Osborn, Chris Gurley, Leigh Billingsley,  
Deborah Graham, Genette Stanton, Carolyn Jones 

 
Mailing Address: 

 
P.O. Box 1993 

Montgomery, TX 77356 
 

Email: 
 

northshorerw@northshorerw.com 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E1&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.org/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E2&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E3&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
https://www.texasgop.org/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
mailto:kim@northshorerw.com
mailto:northshorerw@northshorerw.com


 


