
 

 What an amazing year 
2022 has been.  Our North 
Shore Republican Women led 
many community service ef-
forts including Americanism 
events, hosting a needy family 

for Christmas, collecting bicycles/toys for Sher-
riff Henderson’s toy drive, dictionaries & consti-
tutions for Willis elementary school children, 
Willis High Young Republicans Club & college 
scholarship, just to name a few. Additionally, we 
invested in the political campaigns of 18 state 
and local candidates, helping keep Texas Red! 

I’ve loved being part of NSRW since we 
moved to Texas 7 years ago!  While my husband 
Roger and I loved the climate and beauty of Cal-
ifornia before we retired, the politics and closed 
minds of many of the folks there made our move 
to Texas easy and a welcome change. Recently 
our son, Roger Andrew, moved from the West 
Coast to Austin for a great job and we couldn’t 
be more thrilled! Our daughter, Brooke and her 
fiancé, Rob relocated to Sweden last year where 
Brooke is working towards two master’s degrees 
at The Stockholm School of Economics. 

I’ve been fortunate to get to know so many of 
you over the years, through our monthly meet-
ings, working with the Willis High School 
Young Republicans team, the scholarship com-
mittee, in my position as Treasurer for the past 
four years, hosting meet & greets for candidates, 
working Ballot Board, acting as a voter registrar, 
and campaigning for local candidates. I look 
forward to working with all of you in 2023 and 
getting to know even more of you! 

Our 2023 Membership drive is in full swing! 
If you haven’t already submitted your forms 
please bring them to our next meeting on Janu-
ary 4th. We encourage you to bring friends who 
may be interested in joining NSRW to a meeting 
in the near future, and also to sign up your 
spouse as an Associate Member. Also, a big 
thank you to all of you generous members who 
have added some additional dollars to your 
membership form to contribute to and join our 
Lighthouse Circle! 

Our next meeting will be exciting with speak-
er Scott Toland talking about his time working 
in the West Wing . 
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Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, 
January 4, 2023 

 

Bentwater COUNTRY Club 
800 Bentwater Dr.,     
Montgomery, TX 
 

 
 

Program:  Scott Toland - “A Front Row Seat: Life in 

the West Wing”  
 

 Scott Toland worked in the West Wing of the White House from 
October 2018 to January 20, 2021. During this time, he served as Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Assistant Staff Secretary. Scott 
briefed President Trump before he delivered speeches and signed doc-
uments, and Scott traveled with the President on Air Force One to 13 
states. 
 The Staff Secretary’s Office controls all documents that go to the 
Oval Office, including the State of the Union speech, executive or-
ders, and bills. In his role, Scott worked with the Pentagon, the State 
Department, the White House Chief of Staff, and other agencies and 
senior officials to prepare documents for the President’s review.  
 Scott is the son of Walden resident Karen Toland and the late John 
Toland. He is now the Deputy General Counsel and Production Man-
ager for the America First Policy Institute in Washington, D.C.  
 Before serving in the White House, Scott clerked for Judge Don R. 
Willett, first on the Supreme Court of Texas and then on the Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. Scott is originally from Iola, Kansas, and he 
earned degrees in journalism and political science from the University 
of Kansas before earning his Master of Public Affairs and his law de-
gree from the University of Texas. 
 

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m.  The meeting will begin at 11 a.m., 

with lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program will begin at noon. Meet-

ings last until approximately 1:00 p.m.  Lunch is optional, but 

reservations must be made by midnight, December 27 (online), 

even if you’re not eating. You can make reservations by clicking 

on link below or by calling Bentwater Country Club at 936-597-

6219 and choose the 0 option.  

1. 

RESERVATIONS 

WINNER OF THE TEXAS FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN BEST NEWSLETTER AWARD 2020-2021 

https://www.bentwater.com/club/scripts/calendar/View_Club_CalendarItem.asp?CID=4669639&NS=EB
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Treasurer’s Report  
 - Leigh Billingsley, PAC Treasurer 

 

We began November with a balance forward of 
$73,703. We brought in income of $500 (special 
contribution). Expenditures amounted to $1,011 
(Administrative $187, Communications/Media $20, Hospital-
ity $72, Literacy & Youth Outreach $45, and Special Events 
$686). Our balance on hand on November 30, 2022 was 
$73,193. 

Caring for America 
- Sharon O’Neil, Co-Chairman 

 

 Thanks to all of you who helped me with 
our many projects for Caring for America.  
This year we gave over 100 calendars to our 
two community centers (Willis and Montgomery) which 
people look forward to getting.  The sign on the table says 
“Take One - Merry Christmas with Compliments from 
North Shore Republican Women”. 
 We gave toiletry bags with soaps, lotion, shampoo, tooth 
brushes, toothpaste and approximately 20 items in each to 
the Under/Over program that does an amazing job helping 
the homeless primarily in the Willis area.  They provide 
showers, meals and a market for people to get their grocer-
ies.  They also send a variety of freeze dried foods (which 
they make themselves) to countries around the world. 
 Greeting cards and small gift items were collected, put in 
little Christmasy bags and will be given to Meals on Wheels 
to pass out to the people that are shut-ins. 
 The Women’s Shelter Adopt a Family Program was a 
mom and two teenage daughters.  They all wanted a warm 
jacket, shoes, hoodies, jeans, etc.  In addition, each had an 
individual non-clothing fun item for a total of 10 gifts each.  
 Kim Greene also made a donation to help veterans at 
Henry’s Home. 
 I’ve enjoyed very much working with y’all over the past 
years.  Kim is looking forward to starting January 1st.  She 
will appreciate the same support you’ve given me over the 
years.  She will have her own projects I’m sure as Caring for 
America changes to the needs of our community. 
 Merry Christmas! 

Membership 
   - Genette Stanton, 2023 2nd VP/Membership 

 

 Reminder: Membership renewals are 
currently being collected.  The form is on the 
last page of this newsletter. If you were a 
member this year, it’s time to renew - save us 
a phone call to remind you. We are well below our goal for 
December 31. If you are unable to join for 2023, let us know.  
 
 
 
 

See our website for an explanation of the Lighthouse 
Circle:  www.nsrepublicanwomen.org 

New Members 
 

Vanessa Esnard  

Kimberlee McDaniel 

Julie Ochs  

Pauline Senter  

Julie Strickland 

Nancy Waltz 

New Associates 
 
 

David Cunningham 
Dan Fox 

Mark Leonard 

https://www.nsrepublicanwomen.org/


 

 

 

Membership 
   - Genette Stanton, 2023 2nd VP/Membership          

 
Start notifying your friends, relatives, neighbors, and others about our Wine & Cheese  
Party for new and prospective members.  They will learn about NSRW and meet our board 
and members who bring someone who might be interested in joining.                
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 The Metcalf Minute 
An Update from the 87th Legislature at the Texas Capitol 
By State Representative Will Metcalf, House District 16 

 
 Christmastime truly is the most wonderful time of the year, and I hope 
you are all enjoying a blessed season with family and loved ones. Your 
House District 16 office has been hard at work preparing for the upcoming 
88th legislative session, ensuring our legislative package all wrapped up and ready for the 
140 day sprint that convenes on January 10th. It is hard to believe we have already arrived at 
another session year here in Texas, and our office has been working diligently for many 
months crafting meaningful legislation that will improve the lives of those who live in dis-
trict 16 and Texas. Crafting our bill package takes time to ensure we have done our research 
and engaged stakeholders on a wide variety of important policy issues. However, there al-
ways seems to be one policy issue that remains at the forefront and requires policy adjust-
ments each session as the landscape of our great state continues to change with the influx of 
new citizens from other states. That issue is skyrocketing appraisals and property tax bills.  
 As you may recall, the legislature has spent quite a bit of time working on the property tax 
rate reform side of this equation over the last several sessions. Most recently, two important 

pieces of legislation passed the legislature during the special legislative sessions of  Fall 2021 and were subsequently 
approved in a constitutional amendment election by the voters in May 2022. During the second called special legisla-
tive session last year, I joint-sponsored legislation to benefit individuals with an over 65 or disabled exemption on their 
homesteads so that they receive a reduction on their school district property taxes. During the 86th Legislature in 2019, 
I co-authored House Bill 3 which compressed school district maintenance and operation tax rates across the board, 
except those over 65 or disabled because they already had a rate lower than the newly compressed rate. The newly ap-
proved Proposition 1 from May’s election will provide the same percentage reduction for the 1.8 million over 65 ex-
emptions and the 180,000 disabled exemptions. If there is additional school M&O tax rate compression provided by 
HB 3 in the future, individuals with an over 65 or disabled exemption will receive the same percentage tax rate deduc-
tion automatically if this amendment passes.        
 I also co-sponsored Proposition 2 during the third called special legislative session last year to increase the current 
homestead exemption by $15,000. Thanks to you the voters passing Proposition 2 in May, the state homestead exemp-
tion for school district taxable value purposes increased from $25,000 to $40,000. Notably, this exemption increase 
will be a permanent ongoing benefit to all with a homestead exemption.     
 As I mentioned previously, in 2019 the legislature championed massive property tax reforms under HB 3 and SB 2, 
both bills I was proud to co-author and co-sponsor. The Texas Taxpayers and Research Association estimates these 
reforms shaved upwards of $6 billion off 2021 property tax bills, and tax rates continue to fall and levies are growing 
at their slowest pace in years. Both HB 3 and SB 2 constrained the ability of taxing units to raise property taxes above 
a certain amount before voters must approve. Without the reforms made in HB 3, tax rates would have continued to 
rise much higher and more quickly than before these changes were implemented. SB 2 resulted in city, county and spe-
cial district tax rates limiting their levy growth. With the passage of Propositions 1 and 2 on the May ballot, Texans 
will see even more savings on their property tax bills moving forward.  
However, the policies we have addressed in recent sessions above only address one side of the property tax bill equa-
tion by targeting reform in the taxing entities rate setting process. The other side of the equation are skyrocketing prop-
erty valuations assessed by central appraisal districts which are then used by local taxing entities to set local property 
tax rates. The state does not collect a property tax, nor does it collect local dollars from your property taxes as reve-
nues to fund the state budget. The state budget is funded by different sources, such as sales tax (the largest revenue 
stream), rental tax, oil and gas tax, just to name a few. Local governments and taxing entities are funded by your local 
property tax dollars, and you can see on your tax bill each fall the breakdown of exactly what taxing entity gets what 
amount and the rate they charge. The problem we are seeing with massive appraisal increases driven by market de-
mand. These rising appraisals have remained a crushing burden on home and business owners. Please know as your 
state representative I have fought every session that I have been in the legislature to reign in appraisal districts.  
 During the most recent legislative session I authored, and passed out of the House, House Bill 3322 which would 
make the appraisal review board in Montgomery County an elected position. Unfortunately, this bill did not make it to 
the finish line. I have also filed legislation that will lower appraisal caps to 5% for homesteads and 10% for commer-
cial properties. Currently, the homestead cap is at 10% and is there is no cap on commercial property. As a fellow 
property owner in our community, I fully understand the burden of property taxes and will continue to do my part as a 
legislator to address this problem at the state level. Please know I will continue to fight to reform the appraisal system 
in this state, and that’s exactly what I intend to do heading into the upcoming session with House Bill 808, House Bill 
809, and House Bill 810.         Continued on page 5 
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Legislative Chairman 
- Sarah Tillman Henry 



 

Pistols & Pearls 
- Tracie de Roulac 

 

Did you know we have a shooting club? We meet at the indoor BTO 
Range, 13748 TX-105 West, Conroe, TX 77304 (near  Montgomery) at 10 
a.m. on the first Friday of the month. According to the website, “with our 
trained instructors, you can always get the help, attention and quality to 
make your shooting experience one-of-a-kind”.  
 
After shooting we usually go to a restaurant for lunch.  If you are interested, or need more 

information, you can find me at the gift table during our monthly meetings, or you can email 
northshorerw@northshorerw.com and the message will get to me. 
 
 

State Representative Will Metcalf, continued from page 4: 
 

 House Bills 808, 809, and 810 will bring much needed accountability and transparency to the appraisal process. 
House Bill 808 would make the chief appraiser an elected position. House Bill 809 would make the appraisal district 
board of directors elected positions, and House Bill 810 would make the appraisal review board an elected position for 
each central appraisal district. As elected officials, we are accountable to the voters by the decisions we make. The 
county appraisal system should be accountable and responsive to their communities as well. I intend to file more legis-
lation to address the appraisal side of the equation, but rest assured property tax reform and relief remain a top priority 
of mine.  
 Again, I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a healthy, happy and blessed New Year in 2023!  May God bless 
you, your family, and the great State of Texas! 
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Caring for America 
- Diana Green 

 

 NSRW members Deborah Gentz and Joan Martin joined me at Henry's Home December 11 

to take soup and chili for the volunteers that work at the horse and animal sanctuary. Lesta 

Gotsch, Kim Greene and Christy Tatum did not attend, but helped by providing food. Henry’s 

Home is a 501c3 nonprofit, run by all volunteers, located in south Conroe. They take in rescued 

and surrendered horses, giving them a forever home and meaningful work in the Horses & He-

roes Equine Learning Program for veterans and first responders, and the Herdmate Community Volunteer Program 

for civilians. They also offer their Horses & Heroes Ranch Life Mentoring Program for veterans, first responders, and 

civilians. Donna Stedman, executive director - "Everyone here works to take care of the 31 beloved equine members 

of our family, along with our other farm animals, as well as the small ranch property we live and work on, and the 

nonprofit business which supports it all".  

 Donna posted on the organization’s Facebook page: “You guys provide delicious food whenever we ask for help at 

any of our events! Your continued support (encouragement, financial and networking) for our cause and the work we 

do here is so very appreciated. We could not care for these horses and our veterans and first responders without our 

community supporting our work behind the scenes. Thanks for being a part of our family. Hugs to you all!” 
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 December 7, 2022 Meeting 
 

7. 



 MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 7 MEETING 
 - Sharon Lasseter,  Secretary 

 

 The December General Meeting of the North Shore Repub-
lican Women was called to order at 11:05 am by Christy Ta-
tum, President.  
 Carolyn Jones opened the meeting with prayer and a devo-
tional. Dorothy Woodall led the Pledges of Allegiance. The 
minutes were approved as presented.  
 Judy Love, 2nd VP/Membership, announced that TFRW recommends that 
clubs set goals to reflect 50% of current membership by December. NSRW has a 
goal to reach 120 members by the end of December. Today there are 72 mem-
bers. Lighthouse donations are greatly appreciated.  Membership Forms are 
available on the website. Members are encouraged to contact people to join. 
 Leigh Billingsley, Treasurer, gave the Treasurer’s Report. (See attachment).  
 Deborah Gentz encouraged members to submit volunteer hours before or at 
the  next meeting. 
 Sheriff Rand Henderson thanked members for donating bicycles, helmets and 
toys for the toy drive. Fourteen bicycles and several helmets have been donated 
by NSRW members.  
 Sharon O'Neill, Caring for America Committee, reported that NSRW provid-
ed a mother and two teenagers, from The Women's Shelter, with coats, shoes and 
dresses.  
 Representative Will Metcalf introduced and installed the following 2023 Of-
ficers: President, Leigh Billingsley; 1st Vice President/Programs, Carolyn Jones; 
2nd Vice President/Membership, Genette Stanton; 3rd Vice President/Ways and 
Means, Sherry Fox; Secretary, Sharon Lasseter; Treasurer, Chris Gurley. 
 Christy presented Leigh with the President Pin. 
 Christy Tatum recognized the following officials: Rand Henderson, Sheriff, 
Will Metcalf, State Representative District 16; Melissa Miller, District Clerk; 
Sandy Wagner, Montgomery County Hospital Board; Gwen Withrow, State Re-
publican Executive Committee RPT,  Ann Kate, Republican Chairman Pct. 72.  
 Stephanie Collins, 1st VP, presented Christy Tatum with a gift for her leader-
ship and excellent service during her 2 year term as  NSRW President. 
 The Willis High School Choir presented a beautiful selection of songs to get 
everyone in the Christmas spirit! 
 The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm. 
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 2023 NSRW Board Members 
 

OFFICERS  
President  
Leigh Billingsley leigh@northshorerw.com  
  
1st Vice President/Programs  
Carolyn Jones 
 

2nd Vice President/Membership 
Genette Stanton       
 

3rd Vice President/Ways & Means 
Sherry Fox        
  

Recording Secretary 
Sharon Lasseter 
 

Treasurer/PAC Treasurer 
Chris Gurley 
         

       

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

Americanism - Kim Greene/Gail McKinnon 

Awards - Dorothy Woodall   

Campaign Activities - Deborah Gentz 

Caring for America - Ann South  

Caring and Concern - Sherry Martinez  

Chaplain - Carolyn Jones   

Community Engagement - Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Directory - Jody Hostetler/Karen Darcy Pawlak 

Gift Table - Tracie de Roulac/Becky Harper 

Historian - Gail McKinnon   

Hospitality - Cay Eckland / Pauline Tauer 

Legislative - Sarah Tillman Henry  

Literacy -  Ann South 

Media - Ann Kate    

Parliamentarian/Bylaws - Dorothy Woodall 

Pistols and Pearls - Tracie de Roulac 

Publicity - Joan Martin 

Scholarship - Jacque Lookabaugh 

Youth Outreach - Diane Hivnor 
 

Past President - Christy Tatum 

Chris Gurley, Carolyn Jones, Sherry Fox, Leigh Billingsley,  
Genette Stanton, Sharon Lasseter 
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 Like us on Facebook:  
North Shore Republican Women/TX 

 
 
 

Website: www.nsrepublicanwomen.org  
 

TFRW Website: www.tfrw.org   
 

NFRW Website:  www.NFRW.org  
 

Republican Party of Texas Website: 
www.texasgop.org  

 

 
Beacon Editor:  Ann Kate 

 
 

 
Political Advertising Paid for by North Shore Republican Women  PAC , Leigh 
Billingsley, Treasurer, 108 Club Creek Dr., Montgomery, TX  77356.  
A Non-Profit Organization Under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.  
Contributions to North Shore Republican Women PAC Are Not Deductible  
as Charitable Contributions for Federal Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions 

NSRW Calendar of Events 
 

 

January 1, 2023 - Happy New Year! 

 

January 4 - NSRW Monthly 

Meeting, Sign in begins at 10:30 a.m.  

 

January 18  - NSRW Board Meeting, 8:30 

a.m., Bentwater Club board room 

 

January 26 - New Member Wine/Cheese 

Party, home of Carolyn Jones, 6 p.m. 

 

February 3 - TFRW Legislative Day in 

Austin, information coming soon. 

9. 

 
Mailing Address: 

 
P.O. Box 1993 

Montgomery, TX 77356 
 

Email: 
 

northshorerw@northshorerw.com 

More Bicycle and Helmets Photos (See page 2) 

Luncheon Reminders 
 

Reservations must be made by midnight Tuesday, 8 days 

before our meeting, even if you don’t plan to eat lunch.  
 

 Also, don’t forget to cancel your reservation in advance if 

you can’t make it to the meeting. This frees up a seat if 

there is a waiting list. And, you may be charged if you 

don’t get your cancellation in on time. 
 

Call Bentwater Country Club at 936-597-6219 if you 

would rather not make an online reservation, or if you 

need to cancel one. 

 

See you at our January 4 meeting in 2023! 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E1&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.org/
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E2&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://nsrepublicanwomen.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=62764E3&e=95E1BF&c=5AF5E&t=0&l=82B54CB&email=gJlBUrjmm0zhSro%2FCeIgW3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
https://www.texasgop.org/
https://www.facebook.com/North-Shore-Republican-WomenTX-204218992949897/
mailto:northshorerw@northshorerw.com


 


