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President’s Letter

- Christy Tatum

A huge thank you goes out
to our State Representative
Will Metcalf for being willing
to speak on such short notice
at our February meeting! For
those of you who missed our
meeting, the scheduled speaker Nick Adams
became ill the morning of our meeting. We are
happy that Nick will be back in the fall. Will
gave an informative update on the legislative
session. Congratulations are in order for Representative Metcalf. He has been appointed to
serve as Chairman of the House Administrative
Committee and as a member of the State Affairs
and International Relations & Economic Development Committee. Thank you to 418th District
Court Judge Tracey Gilbert for the beautiful red
roses that were passed out to all of the ladies
who attended our February meeting. It was
much appreciated.
We will continue to meet at the Bentwater
Yacht Club for our March 3rd meeting. Loren
Spivack “The Free Market Warrior” will be our
speaker. The past several weeks have shown that
our 1st Amendment rights are slowly being taken
away from us. You don’t want to miss hearing
Loren speak about his experiences.
North Shore Republican Women is cohosting with the other clubs from Montgomery
County “An Evening for Life and Liberty” Friday, March 19th @ 6:30 pm at Mims Baptist
Church. Speakers include Allen West, Abby
Johnson and Wayne Mack. If you are interested
in volunteering or would like ticket information,
please contact dianagreenbentwater@gmail.com.
We look forward to seeing you at our March
meeting. Please make your reservations early.

*We are hoping to have the membership
directories available at our March meeting, but weather problems may make that
impossible. Renew your membership
NOW to be included in the directory.
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Region IV, Senate Dist. 3
- Sarah Tillman
- Stephanie
Collins
1st VP/Programs
1st Vice President/Programs

Monthly Meeting
Wednesday,
March 3, 2021
Bentwater YACHT Club
200 Bentwater Harbor Dr.,
Montgomery, TX

Program: Loren Spivack
Loren Spivack “The Free Market Warrior”
was born and raised in Massachusetts and
spent most of his adult life in New York
Loren Spivack
City. Before becoming active in politics, Spivack worked for several non-profits and as a management consultant for
both profit and non-profit companies.
Spivack founded “Free Market Warrior” in 2009 in an effort to make a
positive difference in American politics and economics.
His “Free Market Warrior” store was expelled from Concord Mills Mall
in North Carolina in July of 2009 for selling material critical of the Obama
Administration. (Mall owners, Simon Property Group, are major Democratic donors.) Since then Loren has devoted his time to teaching conservative
groups about free market economics. He conducts "Economic Literacy"
seminars across the United States. So far, Spivack has delivered his famous
seminar on “Economic Literacy” to over 200 groups in 20 states.
Spivack is also the author of four books, the most recent “To Think I
Saw It On CNN Live" has been called "A Scathing, behind the scenes satire
that exposes the media's culpability in where we stand today".

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m. The meeting will begin at 11 a.m.,
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program will begin at noon. Meetings last until approximately 1:00 p.m. Lunch is optional, but
reservations must be made by noon Saturday, February 27, even
if you’re not eating*. You can make reservations by clicking on
link below or on the NSRW website at
www.nsrepublicanwomen.org. You can also call Bentwater Country Club at 936-597-6219 and choose the 0 option.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are limited to the number of
members and guests at the meeting. Reservations will be first
come, first served, and when the limit is reached, a waiting list
will be started.

RESERVATIONS

Membership

- Judy Love, Chairman

We welcome the following new members:
Active Members
Cheryl Bolt
Becky Carlson

Pistols & Pearls
- Tracie de Roulac

Pistols and Pearls will meet at Shooters
Station Friday, March 5. We have 8
shooting lanes reserved from 10:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. so we will shoot in groups of 8. Please bring
your eye and ear protection! Bring your own gun and ammo,
or buy ammo there. They also have guns for rent or sale. If
you rent one of theirs, you must use their ammo. We will all
need to sign a release before we shoot. The cost is $15 each
to shoot. We will also have an instructor available to us. After shooting, anyone who is interested in going to eat lunch
is invited. Not sure where to eat yet so feel free to give me
suggestions. Can’t wait to shoot with you! You can contact
me at traciederoulac@yahoo.com.

Misty Cervantes
Ashlee Cooper
Melanie Davis
Penny Eighmy
Brenda Joseph
Margaret Limmer
Debra McNamara
Sissy Menninger
Mollie Mullin
Genette Stanton
Ashley Taylor

Associate Members
Michael Hopkins - Montgomery ISD Board Member
Christina Sato

Save the Date for the TFRW Convention
2020 members - still haven’t joined for 2021?
We want you!! (membership form on last page)
See our Lighthouse Circle members on page 7

Treasurer’s Report

- Leigh Billingsley, PAC Treasurer

We started the month of January with a balance forward of $32,226. We brought in income of
$1,880 from dues, donations and gift table. Expenditures
were $1,819 for administrative, CfA, Programs, Ways &
Means, leaving us with $32,287 at the end of January.
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Caring for America

- Diana Green, Co-Chairman

For more information and to purchase tickets, go to the LifeFirst website: Click here.
NSRW will contribute a $250 Protector of Life Sponsorship out of our Caring for
America budget. Individual NSRW members will purchase their tickets to attend this
event via the website link.
Our club is to help with registration and sign in. I will ask for volunteers to help me with that.
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Legislative Chairman
- Sarah Tillman Henry
For legislative information, go to: Texas Legislature Online - https://capitol.texas.gov/

From State Senator Robert Nichols
The third week of session is coming to a close. The Redistricting Committee has
been meeting every day this week to hear testimony from the public and Senate
Finance will start meeting next month.
Here are five things happening around the state this week:
Texas Gun and Ammo Sales Rise
Gun and ammo sales are skyrocketing in Texas again this year. Some retailers said their sales doubled in 2020 when
compared to 2019 and they're struggling to keep inventory on the shelves. According to a National Shooting Sports
Foundation report, there were about 5 million new gun owners in 2020 nationwide. Manufacturers are saying they have
enough orders to fill the next three years of production. One man who has been in the gun industry for six years said,
"People can buy ammo and shoot ammo faster than they can make it."
Southeast Texas Regional Operations Center Vaccine Website
The Southeast Texas Regional Operations Center (SETROC) has created a new website to allow residents in a fivecounty region to sign up to be notified when there are COVID-19 vaccines available. The regional operations center
serves Orange, Jefferson, Hardin, Jasper, and Newton Counties.
There is a four-step process involved for citizens who want to get vaccinated. First, complete the sign-up form on the
SETROC website. That web address is https://vaccine.beaumonttexas.gov/. After signing up, you will receive a confirmation email. Importantly, just signing up does not mean you have an appointment. The next communication you receive from SETROC will inform you that you are eligible to schedule a vaccination appointment. This will come as an
email and an automated phone call. You can return to the above web address to schedule your appointment and complete necessary paperwork. After you receive the first dose of the vaccine, you will receive a card indicating an approximate time when your next dose is due. A few days prior to that date, you'll receive another email and automated phone
call to schedule your second appointment. We are working to stand up additional vaccine hubs throughout East Texas
as quickly as providers are able to source more vaccines.
Driver's License Expiration Waiver Ends in April
The Texas Department of Public Safety is reminding Texans that the waiver that allowed people to put off renewing
their expired driver's licenses due to the COVID-19 pandemic is set to expire April 14. If you are driving with an expired license make an appointment to renew your license or renew your license online. Many Texans can use the online
renewal process, an easy and safe option that doesn't require you to ever set foot in an office. Currently, driver's license
offices are operating on an appointment only basis, so DPS is encouraging Texans to make an appointment as soon as
possible to avoid fines or other penalties. You can make an appointment online at https://dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense.

Cleveland Hospital Selected as COVID-19 Vaccine Hub
Texas Emergency Hospital in Cleveland has been selected as a vaccination hub by the Texas Department of State
Health Services. The first shipment of vaccines were set to arrive at the hospital last week. Vaccines are still being prioritized for Phase 1A and Phase 1B of the roll out. Phase 1A includes frontline healthcare workers, residents at longterm care facilities, home health workers, and first responders. Phase 1B includes persons 65 and older, or 16 and older
with chronic medical conditions. The vaccine is being provided free of cost. To schedule an appointment please call
281-806-7370 or 281-806-7380.
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Senate Budget Proposal Highlights
Last week, Senate Finance Chairwoman Jane Nelson filed SB 1, the Senate's base budget. This is the first step in the
legislative process for developing the states budget for the next two years. As filed, the bill appropriates $251.2 billion in All Funds and $119.7 billion in General Revenue. The bill funds public education and the changes made to
the school finance formulas last session including $3.1 billion to fund enrollment growth and $1 billion in state aid
related to property tax compression. There is also $8 billion allocated for mental health funding across 24 state agencies, including $19.5 million to maintain operations for the Texas Child Mental Health Care Consortium. The Texas
Department of Transportation would receive $30.4 billion to address the state's transportation needs, including $26.4
billion dedicated for highway planning, design, construction and maintenance. This is a great starting point for the
budget process and I look forward to working on the budget as a member of the Senate Finance Committee this session.

The Metcalf Minute

An Update from the 87th Legislature at the Texas Capitol
By State Representative Will Metcalf, House District 16

On Thursday, February 3rd, the Texas House of Representatives took a vital step in setting its
agenda and priorities for the 87th Legislative Session with the appointment of House Committees.
This is an important task for the House Speaker and I am proud that Speaker Dade Phelan has
strong faith in me with three critical committee appointments. This session I am proud to serve as
the Chairman of the Committee on House Administration, and as a member of the Committee on
State Affairs and the Committee on International Relations and Economic Development.
It is a true privilege to be appointed to the influential role of Chairman of the Committee on
House Administration. The Chair of House Administration works closely with the Office of the Speaker to oversee
and manage the House, its finances, and daily operations. The committee is tasked with overseeing all operations of
the Texas House and its members, officers, and employees, which includes the rules, procedures and policies by
which the House is governed. It is also tasked with controlling all appropriations from House offices and business
that takes place on House property, including the floor of the Texas House of Representatives. The House Administration Committee is an important institution within the House of Representatives to ensure the body is operating in
an efficient and fiscally responsible manner. Being given this opportunity to serve in a key leadership role in the Texas House is a tremendous honor, and a responsibility that I do not take lightly. I appreciate the vote of confidence
that has been placed in me by Speaker Phelan, and am eager to get to work serving all Members of the House in this
leadership capacity.
Another appointment that I was honored to receive from Speaker Phelan is my appointment to the Committee on
State Affairs. The Committee on State Affairs is a powerful committee with very broad jurisdiction over a wide array
of matters, including any issues of importance deemed relevant to state policy, as well as the powers of state government and all of its departments, agencies, and institutions, the conduct of persons with influence in public policy, the
regulation of electric, telecommunications and cybersecurity utilities, and an all-encompassing range of issues where
jurisdiction is not granted to another standing committee under the Texas House rules. The State of Texas has long
been a shining example of how all states in our union should function, and this has been made even more apparent
during this past year. We have seen our state's low regulation, business-friendly policy framework thriving as companies from all over the nation leave their heavy-handed governments behind to move to Texas, where economic promise flourishes. I am 1 of the 13 members selected to serve on this committee and it is one of my top priorities as a
member to see that Texas continues to lead the nation in policymaking that benefits our citizens and our economy.
As I have stated, the Texas economy has been the envy of the nation for the better part of two decades, but especially during our current economic climate. Our state has been ranked the number one state for business for 16
straight years. For the past eight years, we led the nation in economic development, and we have led America in exports for 18 straight years. We have the 9th largest economy in the world, and we are home to 50 Fortune 500 headquarters. Needless to say, we enjoy a business-friendly climate here in Texas with no corporate income tax, a highlyskilled workforce, and robust infrastructure in place. Essential to the Texas economy are the economic development
policies we have adopted and the use of foreign trade to bolster our state exports. Recognizing the essential role that
5.

- Continued on next page

(Continued from previous page)

foreign trade and economic development play in our economic success, I am glad to once again serve as a member of
the Committee on International Relations and Economic Development. This will be my fourth session serving on the
committee with jurisdiction over these issues, and I look forward to lending my knowledge and background in economic development again this session. The economic policies we adopt today will set future generations of Texans up
for success.
I am humbled and honored for the opportunity and trust that Speaker Phelan has placed in me with these committee
assignments. I am ready to work for my constituents, the people who elected me to be their voice in Austin, and for all
Texans.
May God bless you, your family, and the Great State of Texas.

LIGHTHOUSE CIRCLE MEMBERS
Members and associates who have made a contribution to NSRW in addition to their membership fee for 2021.
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NSRW Meeting February 3, and Brunch & Mimosas New Member Brunch February 10
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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 3 MEETING
- Lesta Gotsch, Recording Secretary

The general meeting of North Shore Republican Women was
called to order at 11:10 a.m. by President, Christy Tatum, at Bentwater Yacht Club. The prayer and devotional was presented by
Chaplain, Carolyn Jones. The pledges were led by long time
member, Katy Tucker. Minutes of the previous meeting were
approved as presented. Leigh Billingsley, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer's
report. (Attached).
Immediate Past President, Kim Greene, presented Christy Tatum with her
President's pin. Judy Love, 2nd Vice-President/Membership, presented her report. Currently our active membership is 132 and 48 associates. She announced
that a new member event, "Brunch and Mimosas", will be held on February 10,
at the home of Carolyn Jones. All new and perspective members are invited.
Gail McKinnon, Historian, presented Immediate Past President, with her scrapbook.
In the absence of Diane Green, Caring for America, Karen Darcy-Pawlak,
announced a "Life and Liberty" event to be held on March 19. She also announced an event to be held on April 26, benefiting Henry's Home Horse and
Human Sanctuary. Media Chairman, Ann Kate, encouraged reading of the Beacon. Tracie deRoulac, Gift Table, announced the organization of a group of concealed handgun members to participate in regular shooting practice.
The following elected officials were introduced: Judge Tracy Gilbert, 418th
District Court; Craig Lewellyn, representing Congressman Kevin Brady, Representative District 16, Will Metcalf; Sandy Wagner, Montgomery Hospital District; Christina Sato, MISD Board of Trustees.
Stephanie Collins, 1st Vice-President/Programs, announced that our scheduled speaker, Nick Adams, was ill and had to cancel. Representative Will
Metcalf graciously accepted our offer to share information on the 87th Legislative Session. The first sixty days are devoted to procedural processes and the
items submitted by the Governor as "emergency bills". The Governor has presented the following items: Liability Protection for Businesses, Broadband access for all Texans, Election integrity, Bail reform, cracking down on defunding
police. His remarks were most informative and appreciated.
Christy Tatum, President, expressed appreciation to Judge Gilbert for the
lovely roses given to each attendee.
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

Submitted by:
Dorothy Woodall, acting recording secretary

Presentations at February 3 Meeting
NSRW Historian Gail
McKinnon, left, presented
the 2020 president’s scrapbook to past president Kim
Greene during our February
meeting. Gail spends each
year collecting items for the
current president and puts
them in a large scrapbook.
It’s an amazing book!

At the same meeting, Kim,
on right, presented a president’s pin to President
Christy Tatum.

Judy Love, Lesta Gotsch, Stephanie Collins
Leigh Billingsley, Christy Tatum, Gail McKinnon

2021 NSRW Board Members
OFFICERS
President
Christy Tatum

christy@northshorerw.com

1st Vice President/Programs
Stephanie Collins
2nd Vice President/Membership
Judy Love

3rd Vice President/Ways & Means
Gail McKinnon
Recording Secretary
Lesta Gotsch
Treasurer/PAC Treasurer
Leigh Billingsley

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Americanism - Kim Greene/Kathy Santini
Awards - Dorothy Woodall
Campaign Activities - Deborah Gentz
Caring and Concern - Carolyn Jones
Caring for America - Sharon O’Neil /
Diana Green
Chaplain - Carolyn Jones
Community Engagement - Karen Pawlak
Gift Table - Lynn Roulston / Tracie de Roulac
Historian - Gail McKinnon
Hospitality - Cay Eckland / Pauline Tauer
Legislative - Sarah Tillman Henry
Literacy - Ann South
Media - Ann Kate
Parliamentarian/Bylaws - Dorothy Woodall
Publicity - Joan Martin
Scholarship -Jacque Lookabaugh
Yearbook - Jody Hostetler/Karen Pawlak
High School Young Republicans - Holly Powers,
Merry Wise
Immediate Past President - Kim Greene
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Campaign Activities

- Deborah Gentz, Chairman

What counts as Campaign Activities/Political Action hours?
A general rule of thumb: you may count time spent planning, organizing, traveling to/from, and conducting political activities.
More specifically:
Anything done to prepare and complete a political event in support
of Republican candidates counts. This includes all preparation
work – and the clean-up!
Training and time spent as a Poll Watcher, Election Judge, or Election Clerk counts as long as you are either not paid for your
time, or the money earned is donated back to a federated TFRW
club, the TFRW PAC, or a Republican candidate
Time spent preparing for and attending TFRW, NFRW, or Republican Party of Texas or RNC meetings and special events. You
may also count travel time to and from.
Time spent preparing for and giving presentations or speeches to
TFRW clubs or other Republican organizations. Again, travel
time counts.
Club officers and committee chairs/members may count time spent
on required duties. You may count time spent on such duties as
an individual or in committee meetings held at a time OTHER
than the club’s Regular Business meeting. Due to the nature of
Club Board Meetings, those who attend the Board Meetings
may count the travel to and from the meeting AND the time
spent at the Board Meetings.
What does NOT count as Campaign Activities/Political Action
hours?
If you are a paid employee for a candidate or elected official, any
political activity done under your official capacity, where you
are compensated financially, does not count.
Any other paid political activity, such as serving as an Election
Judge or related work. See above for the caveat.
Time spent at a club’s monthly meeting does not count.
Money donated to campaigns or to Republican organizations cannot
be counted. We can only count volunteer time.
Community service hours that are not political in nature should be
reported to the TFRW Caring for America Chairman. Guidelines and reporting requirements will be developed by this individual.

Please send monthly campaign hours to me at
ddgentz1@aol.com

NSRW Calendar of Events
March 3 - NSRW Monthly Meeting Bentwater YACHT Club 10:30 a.m.
March 17 - NSRW Board Meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
Bentwater Country Club Grille
April 7 - NSRW Monthly Meeting - Bentwater
YACHT Club 10:30 a.m. Speaker: Congressman Kevin Brady

Try to stay warm!!!

We have 884 “likes” on Facebook
and 942 “followers”. Keep up with
us by “liking” our page.
Like us on Facebook:
North Shore Republican Women/TX

Website: www.nsrepublicanwomen.org
TFRW Website: www.tfrw.org
NFRW Website: www.NFRW.org

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1993
Montgomery, TX 77356
Email:
northshorerw@northshorerw.com
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Republican Party of Texas Website:
www.texasgop.org
Beacon Editor: Ann Kate
Political Advertising Paid for by North Shore Republican Women PAC , Leigh
Billingsley, Treasurer, 108 Club Creek Dr., Montgomery, TX 77356.
A Non-Profit Organization Under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Contributions to North Shore Republican Women PAC Are Not Deductible
as Charitable Contributions for Federal Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions
Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee.

Gail McKinnon
Golf Tournament Chairman
3rd Vice President/Ways & Means

Put this on your calendar and share the information!
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