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President’s Letter

- Sarah Tillman
- Stephanie
Collins
1st VP/Programs
1st Vice President/Programs

- Christy Tatum

Spring has arrived. Buds are
coming out and flowers are
beginning to bloom. Many of
you are repairing your homes
and getting your yards back in
shape from the snowstorm
that hit our area. NSRW programs are in full
swing.
Our club as well as the other women Republican clubs in Montgomery County are cosponsoring “An Evening for Life and Liberty”.
Speakers include Allen West, Abby Johnson and
Wayne Mack. This exciting event is occurring
Friday, March 19th at 6:30 pm at Mims Baptist
Church. For ticket information visit
www.lifefirst.org. Thanks to the generosity of
Commissioner Robert Walker, Commissioner
Charlie Riley, Treasurer Melanie Bush, District
Clerk Melisa Miller, and Constable Ryan Gable,
tickets are available for free. Click here for tickets.
NSRW directories are now available. Thank
you to Jody Hostetler and Karen Darcy-Pawlak
for all of their hard work in overseeing this project. Also, THANK YOU to everyone that
placed an ad.
Make your reservations early to attend the
April 7th general meeting. Our speaker will be
Representative Kevin Brady. This is a perfect
time to bring a friend. We are expecting a sellout crowd.

NSRW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES
ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR THOSE
WHO REQUESTED ONE. IF YOU
CAN’T ATTEND THE APRIL MEETING, ASK SOMEONE TO PICK UP
YOURS.
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Region IV, Senate Dist. 3

Monthly Meeting
Wednesday,
April 7, 2021
Bentwater YACHT Club
200 Bentwater Harbor Dr.,
Montgomery, TX

Program: Congressman
Kevin Brady
Kevin Brady

Kevin Brady is a pro-family, pro-small
business conservative representing the 8th
District of Texas in the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives.
Kevin is the lead Republican on the House Ways and Means Committee - considered by many to be the most powerful committee in Congress
with jurisdiction over taxes, health care, Social Security, Medicare, international trade and welfare.
While serving as Chairman, Kevin authored and helped pass the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, which reformed the U.S. Tax Code for the first time in
more than 30 years, leading to millions of jobs being created, record revenue
to the U.S. Treasury, the lowest unemployment rate in almost 50 years and
the highest wage growth in a decade.
A champion of free enterprise and American-made energy, Kevin’s
focus is creating jobs, reducing Washington spending and sunsetting obsolete federal agencies.
Prior to his election to Congress, Kevin worked as a chamber of commerce executive for 18 years and served six years in the Texas House of
Representatives where he was named one of the Ten Best Legislators for
Families & Children. In 1994 he was named one of Five Outstanding Young
Texans.
He lives in Montgomery County with his wife Cathy and his two sons
Will (18) and Sean (15).

Sign-in starts at 10:30 a.m. The meeting will begin at 11 a.m.,
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program will begin at noon. Meetings last until approximately 1:00 p.m. Lunch is optional, but
reservations must be made by noon Saturday, April 3, even if
you’re not eating. You can make reservations by clicking on link
below or on the NSRW website at www.nsrepublicanwomen.org.
You can also call Bentwater Country Club at 936-597-6219 and
choose the 0 option.

RESERVATIONS

Membership

- Judy Love, Chairman

We welcome the following new members:
Active Members
Barbara Cutler
Virginia Mueller
Della Perilloux
Laurie Turner - Montgomery ISD Board Member
Phyllis Weisbrook
Associate Member
Daniel Ure - Vice-Chairman, Montgomery County
Republican Party of Texas
(MCRPTX Chairman Bryan Christ is also an
associate member of NSRW)

Scholarship

Dr. Jacque Lookabaugh

Volunteers Needed
I am looking for a few members to join the high
school scholarship committee. This is a great
opportunity for NSRW members to become actively engaged
in the process of reviewing the application forms to ensure
accurate representation of the requirements for applicants and
to select scholarship recipients. Applicant interviews will be conducted virtually so committee members must have
computer access. Please contact me at
northshorerw@northshorerw.com.

Treasurer’s Report

- Leigh Billingsley, PAC Treasurer

We started the month of February with a balance on
hand of $32,287. Income was $3,910 consisting of
income from advertising ($1,620), dues ($1,889), donations ($211), and gift table ($190). Expenses incurred amounted to $3,762 which included administrative expenses
($219), Caring & Concern ($164), Caring for America ($250), Literacy & Outreach ($19), membership fees to TFRW ($3,100) and
Ways & Means ($9). The balance on hand at the end of February was
$32,438.
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Pistols & Pearls
- Tracie de Roulac

Pistols
and Pearls
had a very
successful first outing. We had
16 people show up to shoot.
What an exciting time it was!
After showing off out shooting
skills, many of us finished off
the afternoon with lunch where
we had a great time visiting and getting to know new
friends. I can’t wait for next month!
Next month’s shooting day is April 2. We will meet at
Shooters Station at 10:30 a.m. to shoot and have lunch
afterwards. Can’t wait to shoot with you again.

Caring for America

- Diana Green, Co-Chairman

Time is running out to get your tickets or sponsorships for this important event. For
information and to purchase tickets, go to the LifeFirst website: Click here. There
are also a few free tickets paid for by Commissisoner Robert Walker at
https://forms.gle/hR3NJSqByKeQM1fx7. North Shore Republican Women members will be participating by serving as hostesses at the sponsors’ reception and serving on a panel.
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Gail McKinnon
Golf Tournament Chairman
3rd Vice President/Ways & Means

We're all set up to start taking golf registrations and sponsorships for our 5th annual
United We Stand Golf Tournament! I hope all of you will want to participate in our
club's fundraiser. We have many levels of sponsorships for both golfers and non-golfers. Check our
website NSRWgolftournament.com. You also have the option of paying by check (which we prefer)
or paying online.
We will have a sign up table at the May general meeting for those who want to volunteer.
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Legislative Chairman
- Sarah Tillman Henry
For legislative information, go to: Texas Legislature Online - https://capitol.texas.gov/

From State Senator Robert Nichols
Twenty-seven of my colleagues and I signed a letter to the Public Utility Commission this
week urging them to correct the billing errors related to last month's winter storm. According to the Independent Market Monitor, ERCOT allowed emergency pricing to continue
for almost a day and a half longer than necessary, resulting in $3.2 billion in overbilled
charges. Correcting these billing mistakes is a critical step in reforming the system.

Here are five things happening around your state:
Senate Bills 5 and 15 referred to Senate Transportation Committee
Last week, Senate Bills 5 and 15 were referred to the Senate Transportation Committee that I chair. I filed these two bills and
they've been designated as priority bills by the Lt. Governor. Senate Bill 5 relates to the creation of a state broadband office and
expanding broadband access across the state. Broadband access was also deemed an emergency item by the governor. Senate Bill
15 relates to personal data privacy protection and is referred to as the Texas Consumer Privacy Act Phase I. This bill would ensure
that certain state agencies that have access to your personal data cannot sell that data to third parties and would prevent anyone
who has access to the data from re-selling it. Getting bills referred is an important step in moving these two critical pieces of legislation through the legislature. Now that they've been referred, the committee set a time next week for a public hearing. If they pass
out of committee, then they'll be heard by the entire Senate.
Bill filing deadline eminent
Friday March 12 marks the 60th day of the legislative session, which is the last day members can file new legislation. The only
exceptions are for local bills and bills that relate to an emergency item set by the governor. This bill filing deadline marks an important turning point in session. Now, once bills are heard and voted out of committee, the Senate as a whole may begin voting on
and passing legislation out of the chamber. As bills start to move, the pace of session accelerates and important decisions about
pending legislation will be made. If there is a bill you are particularly passionate about, please reach out to one of my offices to let
us know your thoughts.
TPWD seeking public comment on statewide hunting regulation proposals
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department recently released their new statewide hunting regulation proposals for the 2021-2022
hunting seasons. One of the proposed changes is removing the prohibition on trailing wounded deer with dogs in Angelina, Hardin, Nacogdoches, Orange, Shelby, and Tyler counties. Additionally, it would allow for the trailing of wounded deer with no more
than two dogs on a leash in Jasper, Newton, Sabine, and San Augustine counties. The new regulations would also add crossbows
to the definition of lawful archery equipment, among other provisions. Currently, TPWD is seeking public comment on these
changes. The online comment portal closes March 24.
Operation Lone Star launched by the state to address situation at the southern border
Texas Department of Public Safety and the Governor's office launched Operation Lone Star this month to combat the smuggling of
people and drugs across our southern border into Texas. DPS officers will be integrated with Texas National Guard troops that will
deploy to key areas that are considered high threats for smuggling activity. Air, ground, marine, and tactical border security assets
will all be used in the effort. This move comes on the heels of a surge in immigrants at the border, especially in unaccompanied
minors, in the past four months due at least in part to the Biden administration relaxing immigration policies the Trump administration had in place. With an increase in border crossings, both legal and illegal, the governor declared the situation a crisis.
TEA releases guidance for schools after mask mandate lifted, announces extension of hold harmless

The Texas Education Agency released guidance for school districts last week following the governor's executive order ending the
mask mandate and other business restrictions in the state. School districts may continue their current health and safety protocols
unless their local school board votes to proceed otherwise, which they now have the full authority to do.
The state also extended the hold harmless provision for school districts. That means the state will fully fund school districts even if
they have seen a drop in student attendance during the pandemic. Instead, they'll be funded on the number of students who attended before the pandemic began.
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The Metcalf Minute

An Update from the 87th Legislature at the Texas Capitol
By State Representative Will Metcalf, House District 16

Here in southeast Texas, we are used to hurricanes hitting our region. Never in my wildest dreams did I
think we would witness a “snowcane” like we did last month. I hope you all made it out of that historic
statewide weather disaster relatively unscathed. It is terrible to hear the stories of so many people who
were out of power and water for several days. My family was not exempt from the wrath of Winter Storm
Uri, as we lost power for several days and are now repairing our home from burst pipes. However, we are thankful that we have
our health and safety. The week after Uri, as a member of the State Affairs committee in the Texas House, we heard over 25
hours of testimony from electrical companies, grid operators, power generation companies, and the Public Utility Commission
about what led to the catastrophic failures of our electrical grid in the early hours of February 15th. This joint-hearing with the
House Energy Committee was the first formal step in the legislature taking action to secure our grid system and I look forward
to continuing our work on this issue.
Besides the productive and lengthy joint-hearing that I participated in on the State Affairs committee, other House committees
have been meeting as well and are hearing bills for consideration. As my office prepares to present our legislative package in
committees through the course of the next several weeks, I wanted to highlight one bill in particular that developed in our office
through the many experiences shared by my constituents, the countless stories we have heard from Texans across the State, and
even my own personal experience throughout this past year.
At the start of COVID-19, Texas, the nation, and the world all grappled with how we move forward with the given situation.
The initial response by many leaders was to close off access to the most vulnerable populations, many of these being our nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and hospitals. A year later, many of these facilities are still not allowing access because of
COVID-19 restrictions. This has had disastrous effects on patients, residents, and their families. I want to share a couple of the
stories with you about why I filed House Bill 2211 this session, and why it is so important. There are countless stories like
these, and I am sure many of you have had a similar experience as well.
I know of an emergency medical situation where the family did everything they could to work remotely with the hospital to figure out the best course of action. No one was allowed in to be with him, not even his wife, so that they could help him make
decisions about his diagnosis and where to go next for treatment. The man's wife and his children played a real-life game of
“telephone” with the hospital, trying to get as much information as possible and keep that information accurate and thorough as
it was disseminated to each child and their mother. Meanwhile, it was impossible to communicate with the man because he was
unable to speak following the stroke. Fast forward a few days, and the hospital announced to the family that they were sending
the man home on hospice care. He died peacefully at home, surrounded by his family.
Another story that that led me to file HB 2211 is the case of a 94-year-old woman who fell and broke her arm at her assisted
living facility. The facility called her son, who had power of attorney over his mother, letting him know an ambulance was
coming to pick her up to take her to receive care at a local hospital. He arrived at the facility just as they were loading his mother in, and asked if he would be able to ride with her as she was very elderly and rightfully scared. He was told that there was no
point in him meeting her at the hospital because he would not be permitted to go inside due to COVID-19 restrictions. The
woman's son was infuriated. How was his 94-year-old mother expected to understand her prognosis or make decisions for herself in this situation? My office heard so many other examples like this, such as a constituent whose son was involved in a head
on collision. The boy's parents were not able to see their son who was in the ICU for 3 days. We have heard about individuals
who have had to go through the horrific diagnosis of terminal cancer, all while being alone without a single loved one there
with them in the hospital. These cases are unacceptable, and changes need to be made.
I share these stories because similar situations happened all over my district and all over the state. It is not just a few cases. Almost everyone I know has a story just like this. My office received countless calls from desperate family members trying to advocate for their loved one’s medical care, many times for an ailment with nothing to do with COVID-19. I understand the precautions needed to be taken by hospitals in these situations, but we also must do right by those who are vulnerable and let them
have an advocate in the hospital. I don't even need to mention the devastating mental health effects of not being able to have a
loved one by your side during a stressful stay in the hospital.
House Bill 2211 will require that hospitals allow at least one patient visitor, at the very minimum, inside the hospital during a
declared time of a public health disaster. The patient’s visitor must complete a health screening before entering the hospital,
wear personal protective equipment at all times that meet the hospital’s infection control and safety requirements, and the visitor may be denied entry by the hospital if they refuse to do so. Additionally, a determination may be made by the patient’s doctor that visitation is not allowed if the physician feels that visitation with a specific patient may lead to the transmission of an
infectious agent that poses a serious community health risk. This determination would be made on a case-by-case basis, however, and would improve the blanket non-visitation policies that existed this last year. Those who have an ailment such as a stroke,
traumatic brain injury, or cancer should not be under the same strict visitation policies as patients with an infectious disease.
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Our loved ones need us there when they are vulnerable to help them make the tough calls, and HB 2211 will improve the current
patchwork policies in place across the state.
Let me be clear: I am so very appreciative to our hospitals and their staff for all they have done during this difficult past year.
They are the true heroes of this horrible time we have all had to go through. However, as with any disaster, there are lessons to
be learned and improvements to be made. This is an area that I see we can improve in for our patients and loved ones. I have
been working closely with the Texas Hospital Association and have added language into our bill that the association supports.
The Hospital Association does important work representing over 85% of the acute care hospitals and health care systems around
our state. I want to thank them for being great partners on this legislation and for working closely with my office. I look forward
to continuing our work together in the future.
As a side note on other medical visitation concerns during this time, we are working on a nursing home and assisted living visitation rights bill, and I will update you on that soon.
As always, it is my honor to serve you at your State Capitol. I will continue to update you on our progress. Please do not hesitate
to contact my office if we can be of service to you. May God bless you, your family, and the great State of Texas!
State Representative Will Metcalf, House District 16

THANK YOU LIGHTHOUSE CIRCLE MEMBERS!
Members and associates who have made a contribution to NSRW in addition to their membership fee for 2021.
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NSRW Meeting March 3, 2021
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 3 MEETING
- Lesta Gotsch, Recording Secretary

1st Vice-President/Programs, Stephanie Collins called the
meeting to order at 11a.m. in the Bentwater Yacht Club. The
pledges were led by Hella Rhode. Carolyn Jones gave the invocation. Minutes from the February General Meeting, as published
in the Beacon, were approved.
Treasurer, Leigh Billingsley gave the Treasurer’s Report for 2021. Balance
on hand is $32,435.78
Membership, Judy Love reported we have 216 active members, and 88 Associates. She thanked everyone who helped with the Membership Drive, and those
who attended and helped with the very successful Membership Brunch held at
the home of Carolyn and Randy Jones.
Legislative, Sarah Tillman Henry updated us on Governor Abbot’s announcement to resend his travel restrictions and wearing of masks on March 10th. She
spoke on the power outages during the Texas Freeze and grid operations, and the
Covid vaccine operations. She offered to answer any questions after the meeting.
Membership Directory/Financial Review, Jody Hostetler presented our Financial Review for vote. In accordance with the NSRW Bylaws requiring an
annual Internal Review, the committee comprised of Leigh Billingsley, Christy
Tatum and Jody Hostetler met on February 1, 2021. Following the TFRW guidelines they reviewed the 2021 fiscal year financials. The Texas Ethics Commission reports that were filed ( because it was an election year consisted of ten reports) and our sales and federal tax findings. They found no discrepancies and
all were in good order. This report was presented to and accepted by the NSRW
Board on February 24, 2021. And as required, was presented to the General
Membership. Stephanie Collins moved we accept this report and Linda Walker
seconded it. Vote passed by the General Membership.
Media/Ann Kate reported for Diana Green (Caring for America Chairman) in
her absence. An Evening of ”Life and Liberty” featuring Abby Johnson, Lt.
Colonel Allen West, and Judge Wayne Mack will be held on March 19th at the
Mims Baptist Church in Conroe. Sponsorships at all levels supports the lifesaving work of LifeFirst! Ann informed us The Steering Committee of the Montgomery County Republican Party met with Presidents and Past Presidents of Republican Women’s clubs on March 2nd. Brian Christ, Chairman of the Montgomery County Republican Party would like to know if any members want to
receive their newsletters and e-blasts. A sign-up sheet was offered.
Pistols and Pearls/Tracie deRoulac announced there are 25 ladies who signed
up to join our new Pistols and Pearls gun club. For their first outing, 10 ladies
will go shooting on Friday, March 5th at Shooter’s Station for two hours, and
those interested need to sign up today. The length of 2 hours might be too long
for some, so 1 hour classes are also offered at $15 an hour. If interested see
Tracie and she will get you on the email list.
Directory Co-Chairs/Karen Darcy-Pawlak/Jody Hostetler: Jody requested all
those who ordered the printed 2021 Membership Directories to see her after the
meeting and pick them up. She thanked Judy Love, Leigh Billingsley and Karen
Darcy Pawlak for all their hard work on the directories. Electronic version will
be sent out this week to all who ordered them. Karen reported a wonderful year
in getting ads from small businesses for our Directory, and urged each of us to
support those small businesses who stepped up for us.
Stephanie Collins welcomed and introduced the following: Sarah Tillman
Henry, representing Will Metcalf, State Representative District 16; Melisa Miller, District Clerk; Linda Porten, Montgomery ISD Board; Vince Santini, District
Judge, 457th Judicial Court; Laurie Turner, Montgomery ISD Board; Sandy
Wagner, Montgomery County Hospital Board; Christina Sato, Candidate for
MISD School Board of Trustees Position 4; Sara Countryman Mayor of Montgomery, and Robert Walker, Pct. 1 County Commissioner.
Stephanie Collins introduced our guest speaker Loren Spivack. Meeting
adjourned by Stephanie Collins at 12:40pm

WATCH FOR INFORMATION ABOUT NSRW’S BOOTH
AT THE CONROE KidzFest ON APRIL 24. Community Engagement Chairman Karen Darcy-Pawlak will need volunteers.
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Judy Love, Lesta Gotsch, Stephanie Collins
Leigh Billingsley, Christy Tatum, Gail McKinnon

2021 NSRW Board Members
OFFICERS
President
Christy Tatum

christy@northshorerw.com

1st Vice President/Programs
Stephanie Collins
2nd Vice President/Membership
Judy Love

3rd Vice President/Ways & Means
Gail McKinnon
Recording Secretary
Lesta Gotsch
Treasurer/PAC Treasurer
Leigh Billingsley

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Americanism - Kim Greene/Kathy Santini
Awards - Dorothy Woodall
Campaign Activities - Deborah Gentz
Caring and Concern - Carolyn Jones
Caring for America - Sharon O’Neil /
Diana Green
Chaplain - Carolyn Jones
Community Engagement - Karen Pawlak
Gift Table - Lynn Roulston / Tracie de Roulac
Historian - Gail McKinnon
Hospitality - Cay Eckland / Pauline Tauer
Legislative - Sarah Tillman Henry
Literacy - Ann South
Media - Ann Kate
Parliamentarian/Bylaws - Dorothy Woodall
Publicity - Joan Martin
Scholarship -Jacque Lookabaugh
Yearbook - Jody Hostetler/Karen Pawlak
High School Young Republicans - Holly Powers,
Merry Wise
Immediate Past President - Kim Greene

NSRW Calendar of Events
April 7 - NSRW Monthly Meeting Bentwater YACHT Club 10:30 a.m.
Speaker: Congressman Kevin Brady
April 14 - NSRW Board Meeting, 8:30 a.m.,
Bentwater Country Club Grille

Coronavirus Vaccine Update
The Department of State Health Services has approved
Phase 1C (persons age 50-64) will begin March 15th in the
#COVID19 vaccination process. To check eligibility, click
here: https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/immunize/
vaccine.aspx.

May 5 - NSRW Monthly Meeting - Bentwater
Yacht Club, 10:30 a.m. Speaker Morgan Zegers,
founder and CEO of Young Americans Against
Socialism
September 27 - NSRW Golf Tournament

You can join the Montgomery County COVID-19 waitlist by
clicking here: https://coronavirus-responsemoco.hub.arcgis.com/.../vacc....
If you are 65+ years of age and do not have internet access,
you can join by calling 936-523-3916, Monday-Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm or Friday 8:00am-4:00pm. After signing up,
please check your email daily.
Individual hospitals, physicians’ offices and pharmacies may
also have vaccines available to eligible populations. Please
check their websites for additional information. You can find
a list of providers and additional information on the DSHS
website here: https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/.../immunize/
vaccine-hubs.aspx.
Note: NSRW member Sandy Wagner is a
director on the Montgomery County Health
Department Board of Directors. She was
instrumental in getting vaccinations out to
over 350 people during a recent Health and
Wellness Fair in Bentwater. Thank you for
your service, Sandy!

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1993
Montgomery, TX 77356
Email:
northshorerw@northshorerw.com
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Precinct 72 Chairman and NSRW Media Chairman
Ann Kate won the “Top Producer for Republicans /
Trump Vote by Percentage ” category in the Chairman’s Cup Contest held by Chairman Bryan Christ.
Chairman Christ based the award on highest percentage
of voters in the box turning out, and highest percentage
of people voting for Trump.
Karen Darcy Pawlak, co-chair for Community
Outreach for the Party and NSRW, received Honorable
Mention in the “Registering Most Voters” category for
registering 85 voters during the election.

Like us on Facebook:
North Shore Republican Women/TX

Website: www.nsrepublicanwomen.org
TFRW Website: www.tfrw.org
NFRW Website: www.NFRW.org

Republican Party of Texas Website:
www.texasgop.org
Beacon Editor: Ann Kate
Political Advertising Paid for by North Shore Republican Women PAC , Leigh
Billingsley, Treasurer, 108 Club Creek Dr., Montgomery, TX 77356.
A Non-Profit Organization Under Section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Contributions to North Shore Republican Women PAC Are Not Deductible
as Charitable Contributions for Federal Income Tax Purposes. Corporate Contributions
Are Not Permitted. Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Committee.

